THE TRUE GEORGE WASHINGTON

to the appointment of "my bosom friend Genl
G-tes, who being at Richmond, contrived to edge
himself in to the commission."

Thomas Conway was Washington's traducer to
Gates. He was an Irish-French soldier of fortune who
unfortunately had been made a brigadier-general in
the Continental army. Having made friends of the
New England delegates in Congress, it was then pro-
posed by them to advance him to the rank of major-
general, which Washington opposed, on the grounds
that "his merit and importance exist more in his
imagination than in reality." For the moment this
was sufficient to prevent Conway's promotion, and
even if he had not before been opposed to his com-
mander, he now became his bitter enemy. To more
than Gates he said or wrote, " A great & good God
has decreed that America shall be free, or Washing-
ton and weak counsellors would have ruined her long
ago." Upon word of this reaching Washington, so
Laurens tells, "The genl immediately copied the
contents of the paper, introducing them with 'sir/
and concluding with, 'I am your humble servt/ and
sent this copy in the form of a letter to Genl Con-
way, This drew an answer, in which he first at-
tempts to deny the fact, and then in a most shame-
less manner, to explain away the matter. The
perplexity of his style, and evident insincerity of
his compliments, betray his weak sentiments, and
expose his guilt"

Yet, though detected, Conway complained to the
Continental Congress that Washington was not
treating him properly, and in reply to an in-lingness to give any opinion (even in
